
Statement of Reasons – Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) screening for 
Large Scale Shared Accommodation Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 

Criteria 
(from Annex II of SEA Directive and 
Schedule I of Regulations) 

Birmingham City Council’s Response 

Characteristics of the plan or programme  

(a)  The degree to which the plan or 
programme sets a framework for 
projects and other activities, either with 
regard to the location, nature, size and 
operating conditions or by allocating 
resources. 

The Large Scale Shared Accommodation Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) provides detailed planning 
guidance for applications relating to large scale purpose built 
shared accommodation or ‘co-living’ as it is commonly known. 
The SPD builds on the existing policies of the Birmingham 
Development Plan (BDP) and Development Management in 
Birmingham Document (DMB) and will assist specifically with 
the implementation of Policy DM12 Residential conversions 
and specialist housing in the DMB. The policies contained in 
the BDP and DMB have been subject to detailed Sustainability 
Appraisal, incorporating the SEA regulation requirements.  
 
The SPD provides further guidance on the implementation of 
policies in the BDP and DMB which seeks to ensure that 
proposals for new housing meets an identified need and that 
specialist shared housing (not HMOs) meets the requirements 
of Policy DM12 Residential conversions and specialist housing 
in the DMB. The SPD will therefore supplement existing 
policies rather than setting the framework.    
 




