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 Identify which university the accommodation is intended to serve and whether a 

university or institution would have exclusive nomination rights over the development 

and if so for what period. 

 Demonstrate that there is unmet need for the type, size and format of accommodation 

proposed (taking into account the demand for student accommodation arising from the 

institutions the proposal seeks to serve and the existing and committed future supply to 

determine the unmet demand) 

 State what type of accommodation the anticipated occupants of the accommodation are 

likely to be drawn from if the need does not arise from an increase in student numbers. 

 

2.5 In addressing need, consideration should be given to the local area around the university to 

be served. Evidence of city-wide need alone will not be sufficient. The evidence should 

address specific subsets of the student population, not the overall student population. 

 

2.6 This, together with any additional supporting evidence, should be submitted to the City 

Council along with the planning application. However, developers are encouraged to make 

the evidence available earlier to enable effective pre application discussions to take place. 

Additional supporting evidence could include details of waiting lists at nearby, similar, 

accommodation. 

 

2.7 Developers are urged to contact the relevant university to determine the specific nature of 

any additional accommodation requirements before bringing forward development 

proposals. 

 

2.8 When needs can be met by a variety of different types or sizes of accommodation, such 

as that which is suitable for groups of friends to live together, for older students including 

those who have families and for research students, proposals should incorporate a 

variety of suitable types and sizes of accommodation. Proposals which offer a greater 

diversity of accommodation, such as student houses, are encouraged. 

2.9 Where the accommodation is intended to draw students from shared HMO 

accommodation the evidence should include information on comparable rent levels. 

2.10 In considering the demand for student accommodation, it is acknowledged that, 

currently, all students have accommodation and there is sufficient accommodation to 

house all students. This suggests that any new purpose-built student accommodation 

(PBSA) would primarily be to: 

 Serve a growth in student numbers,  

 Rectify a mismatch in the type of accommodation which is available and that which is 

needed,  

 Respond to changing student preferences or   

 Replace existing PBSA accommodation. 





 

 

 

 Provide communal space / facilities such as games rooms and lounges to allow students 

to interact and add to the living experience. 

 Provide attractive and usable open space / amenity areas.   

 Provide for the welfare and wellbeing of students including help and support. 

 Provide safe and secure environments incorporating appropriate safety and security 

https://www2.aston.ac.uk/about/documents/campus-map-2020.pdf
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/university/edgbaston-campus-map.pdf
https://www.ucb.ac.uk/media/ezlgmco2/campus_map_university_college_birmingham.pdf
https://www.newman.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2018/01/Newman-University-College-3D.pdf
https://www.newman.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2018/01/Newman-University-College-3D.pdf
https://bcuassets.blob.core.windows.net/docs/city-centre-campus-map-pathed-updated-2019-132212460225756176.pdf
https://bcuassets.blob.core.windows.net/docs/city-centre-campus-map-pathed-updated-2019-132212460225756176.pdf
https://bcuassets.blob.core.windows.net/img/City%20South%20Campus%20map%2024.9.19.pdf

